REPRODUCING THE CHURCH


“The single most effective evangelistic methodology under heaven is planting new churches.”  So says church growth expert Dr. C. Peter Wagner.  In other words, while we need to witness on a personal level, witnessing within the context of a new church is the most effective way to share our faith.  New churches have a kind of life and vitality attractive to the unchurched person. 

· The Nature Of The Church:

The nature of the Church is to reproduce itself much like the apple tree.  We normally consider the fruit of the apple tree to be the apple, but that is only part of the picture.  The apple is merely a package of seeds intended to produce the ultimate fruit – more apple trees.  The body of Christ is like the apple tree – producing individual disciples, and multiplying congregations. How much are we to multiply? (Mark 4:20)  “Others, like seed sown in good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop – thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times what was sown.” (Jesus was not referring to the importance of the exact numbers – His point was to multiply a lot!)


Christianity has always expanded through the multiplication of churches.  The book of Acts records how the boundaries of the Christian faith were pushed to the uttermost parts of the world through the multiplication of new churches.  To this day, throughout every generation, Christianity has extended to new areas and new peoples via the multiplication of new churches.  You and I are Christians today because those who preceded us faithfully reproduced their churches through church planting!  How did the Lord begin this church planting movement? (Through scattering the people of the church to other places) (Acts 8:1-4) “On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria…Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.” 


The realities of the world we live in are: the world population is exploding with around 6 billion people currently, and growing rapidly; there are thousands of different groups of people that need to be reached through church planting; and in the United States alone, 70% of the population have no meaningful church connection.  What should our prayer be for this great need?  (Luke 10:2) “He told them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
· Why Plant New Churches?

1. Church planting is Biblical.  It is the New Testament way of extending the gospel.  Trace the expansion of the Church through Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost part of the earth and you will see that church planters led the way.  This is a Kingdom activity, strongly endorsed by God our King.  What is the command?  What is the promise?  .(Matthew 28:18-20)  “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.                               

2. Each new generation must be evangelized on its own terms.  The basic principle is: God has no grandchildren.  While parents strongly influence their children toward Jesus Christ, no child is automatically saved just because the parents are.  In our modernized Western world, culture change is an accepted fact of life.  We no longer live in a society of rural village culture where the expectation was that when the grandchildren grew up their lives and life-styles would be almost identical to those of the grandparents.  One of the immediate implications of rapid culture change is that many members of the new generation will not be won to Christ in their parent’s churches. Even though parents sow, will they necessarily reap?  Does that mean the harvest won’t be reaped? (John 4:35-38) “Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’?  I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields!  They are ripe for harvest… One sows and another reaps…”

3. Planting churches develops new ministry leadership.  In almost any given community there are some Christians who have not been growing in their spiritual lives and who are not particularly contributing to the Kingdom of God simply because they do not fit in to their present church situation, and are therefore unable to serve in ministry.  In numerous cases new churches in the community have provided just what many people needed. Where is the best place to be?(Where He calls us)  What will God do in us and through us in that place?(Prepare us and use us to strengthen and multiply the number of His churches) (Acts 15:30-35; 16:5-10) “The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together and delivered the letter…So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers…When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.  So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas…After Paul had seen a vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had calld us to preach the gospel to them.”    

If you had the guarantee that you could not fail, what would you attempt for God?  What are some ways you would like to see God use you? 

4. Even where there are many sheepfolds; there are still many lost or wandering sheep.  God’s will for these sheep is clear: God wants His lost sheep found.  Does that mean His will is that every person on the earth be saved? (2Peter 3:9).   God is “not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance” God’s priority is on the lost sheep even more than on those that have been found.  Jesus’ parable tells us that the shepherd who has 100 sheep and finds only 99 who are safe leaves the 99 and searches for the lost one until it is found.  What does the shepherd do when the one is found?  What goes on in heaven when the one is found? (Luke 15:3-7) “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them.  Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.  Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’  I tell you that in the same way there sill be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.” Some of the lost or wandering sheep can and will be won into existing churches.  But many of them cannot and will not.  For them, we need new churches. And the more harvest God gives us, the more barns and silos and grain elevators are needed.  The more evangelical churches located in an area, the greater the visibility of the gospel.  It is easy to see this “saturation principle” at work in the marketing technique of those who make their living selling hamburgers.  In any given community there will be several of the same chain!  Franchise executives know that the best way to meet – and saturate – a community’s need for burgers is to build multiple sites, not to continually enlarge the mother store.  In any geographical area, the Christian community will grow or decline according to the degree of effort given to planting new churches.

· Questions About Church Planting:

1. Will planting a church harm the parent church or others in the target area?  In reality, with proper planning, the reverse is more likely. As a healthy plant forms seeds that when planted bring forth other plants, so healthy churches form seeds that produce other churches.  There is a price to be paid for the planting of that seed.  But there is a far greater price to pay if the seed is not planted.  Planting new congregations is a God-given plan for promoting the spiritual health of existing churches.  Planting new churches will actually stimulate the present churches, just like stores in the same proximity in a mall; it should only enhance the parent church and other churches.  Underlying this is the application of the Biblical promise, “Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” (Luke 6:38) What is the promise? (we will be blessed in the same way we bless others, and to overflowing) What size scoop will be used to bless us with?(The same size we use to give with).  What size scoop do you want to give and receive with? We mostly apply this to giving money, but it applies just as well to a church willing to give some of its people for the advancement of God’s Kingdom. What are God’s promises concerning giving in His Kingdom? (Ecclesiastes 11:1 & Proverbs 11:24-25) “Cast your bread upon the waters, for after many days you will find it again.”  “One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.           A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed.”
The example of Antioch in Acts 13:1-6 “In the church at Antioch there were 

      prophets and teachers:…While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’  So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off….When they arrived in Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues.  John was with them as their helper.”  

The Antioch church had become sufficiently healthy to be in a position to move from “daughter church” to “parent church” in its own right.  Realizing the time had come to reproduce, the leaders of this young church opened themselves up to God’s leading.  And in a profound demonstration of faith because of that leading, they gave up the cream of their leadership team to plant churches in Cyprus and Asia Minor.  They obeyed God and received His blessing.

2. Will planting new churches threaten the unity of the Christian community and confuse the public?  As the number of individuals who are evangelized increases, so also must the number and variety of churches.  Unbelievers come in such a wide variety that a correspondingly wide variety of church options are needed to win them.  Just as people have different personalities, so do churches.  Fortunately, no two churches are just alike, and new churches are different from others even in their own association. It does not need to create disunity, but instead can enhance the unity of the Body of Christ.  As far as confusing the public, it may or may not.  That’s life.  Realistically speaking, probably not.  

      
Look closely at Jesus’ prayer for unity in John 17.  His prayer for unity is 
quite task-oriented.  Why does He pray for unity? (John 17:21) “That all of them may be one,…that the world may believe that You sent Me.”  It seems that Jesus is saying that any form of Christian unity that helps win people for Jesus is desirable.  On the other hand, unity that raises a barrier to evangelization may be true unity, but it is not what Jesus was praying for.  What is the difference between unity and uniformity? (Unity is oneness of mind and purpose, uniformity is being the same on the outside).

· How Do We Get The Job Done?

1. Christ’s Desire for the Church:

1Chronicles 4:9-10  records the brief story of a fellow who got a very rough start in life.  His mother had a lot of trouble in childbirth, and so, perhaps without much foresight, named her child Jabez, which translated means “pain.”  Someone named Pain probably would have a deflated self-esteem and a good excuse for moping around and complaining, “God is setting me up to fail.  No way am I going to do anything He wants.”

Yet learn from how Jabez handled his problems.  What did he pray? (1Chronicles 4:10) “God, enlarge my territory.  Let your hand be with me.  Keep me from pain” He understood that God desired to bring blessing and not defeat.  He boldly asked for blessing.  What did God do?  “God heard and answered his prayer.”
Church planting expert Bob Logan says, “The church I attended as a boy resembled a fortress, and we had a fortress mentality.  With red brick walls, it was a towering ‘bulwark never failing.’  When I first read Matthew 16:18 “…the gates of Hell will not overcome it’ – I envisioned the Christians in a defensive posture, huddled safely within the fort, while the demons of hell raged outside trying to break down the church doors.  To me, all Jesus was promising in that verse was protection.  The Church might lose a little bit, but it would still be basically standing.  It wasn’t until I became a church planter that God gave me a second look at that verse, and did I do a double take!  I had assumed that hell was on the offense, and the Church on the defense, but according to this verse, the opposite is true.  The gates of hell are being broken down, from the outside in, by the Church!  It is Satan and his demons who are cowering in their fort, and the bars aren’t holding.  We are the Church!  And the Church will smash through those gates like an M-1 Abrams tank going through a shower curtain.  We are the people of God!  We are armed by the Word of God, and we are empowered by the Spirit of God.   We have the authority of Jesus who said He would build His Church and the gates of Hell would not stand up against us as we flatten those gates, invade Hell itself, and help people come out of the kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of light.  We are very literally in the business of depopulating hell, and Jesus has promised us success!  The Church is a battering ram in the hands of Christ, and the fortresses of hell are falling rapidly.  We are on the winning side!” What do we have victory over? (I Corinthians 15:54-58; IJohn 5:4) “Death has been swallowed up in victory…He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”   Matthew 6:33, “Seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”    Is the Kingdom of God bigger than what is happening in my church and my town? (YES)  How can God use me in the bigger picture of His Kingdom?

2. Christ’s Assignment to the Church:

Christ’s assignment to the Church is clear.  “Make disciples of all nations”  “Nations” is translated from ethnae, or more literally, people groups, and addresses the cultural mandate.  In order to be obedient to this command, we cannot rest until we have achieved the goal set before us of having a witness for Christ in each culture and subculture – in each people group.

You cannot DO Acts 1:8 without multiplying and sending.  As Luke records, Christ coupled this command with the statement: “…and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).    This final statement addresses the geographical mandate, to be witnesses:

· In Jerusalem (local)

· In Judea (surrounding region)

· In Samaria (nearby, but culturally different)

· To the ends of the earth (worldwide)

The book of Acts tells the story of the establishment, growth, and multiplication 

      of the Church in initial and partial fulfillment of these commands:

· In Jerusalem (chapters 1 to 7)

· In Judea (chapter 8)

· Toward the ends of the earth (chapters 9 to 28)

“Chapter 29” is what I like to consider the final chapter of this story – the 

       fulfillment of the Great Commission.  Our generation is the one which is writing the words of this chapter!  And it cannot be written without greatly multiplying the number of new churches.  Jesus Himself modeled the “Great Commission” over and over again.

a. Where was He going to go in Luke 4:42-43? “The people tried to keep Him 

From leaving them.  But He said, ‘I must preach the good news of the Kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.”
b. Who was He going to reach in John 10:16? “I have other sheep that are not of 

This sheep pen.   I must bring them also.  They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.”

How is the story of “chapter 29” being played out around you today – in your life, the lives of those around you (family, friends, and neighbors), and in your community?

3. Christ’s Promises Concerning the Reproduction of His Church:

· Matthew 16:18, “This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out.”(The Message)

· Matthew 28:18-20, “Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’”(NIV)
· James 4:2, “You do not have because you do not ask God.”(NIV)
· Ephesians 3:20-21, “Now glory be to God who by his mighty power at work within us is able to do far more than we would ever dare to ask or even dream of – infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, thoughts, or hopes.  May he be given glory forever and ever through endless ages because of his master plan of salvation for the church through Jesus Christ.”(The Living Bible)

Author and preacher A.W. Tozer put it well when he said, “Brethren, we have been born of God and our Christian hope is a valid hope!  No emptiness, no vanity, no dreams that cannot come true.  Your expectation should rise and you should challenge God and begin to dream high dreams of faith and spiritual attainment and expect God to meet them.  You cannot out-hope God and you cannot out-expect God.  Remember that all of your hopes are finite, but all of God’s ability is infinite!”

· Summary:

In 2Kings 6:8-18 we have a story of the seen and unseen sides of a battle involving the people of God.  Elisha makes the statement, “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  At which time his servant saw the army of heaven all around them.  We would probably explain this incident by suggesting that the servant had a vision.  But the servant would say, “For a moment there, I saw reality!”


Remember this simple fact: It’s easier to have babies than to raise the dead.  Not that all existing churches are dead, or even most of them are.  Most can and should be brought to life by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Still, the most exciting part of the hospital is the maternity ward!

